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Fxe-T-Fre With the Bnb: Nrolear Rality After the
@d wer, Botogads by Fall Sentvoan. Introdction
by Riderd Rodks. Bltimye: Jdrs Hykins University
Bess, 200B.

Te fllovrg dialagge is a digdllation of coversstias
between Pail Sentroom ad the author doot Sanb -
oo s pojet ad bok Face-to-Face With the Bob.
Pail Sedoroon s rext bok, dealing with power, Meet -
Igs isde in Sgeer 2004, It is the regilt of Sab-
romm attedirg hrdreds of awll-ton Averica corcil
meetirgs ad grotographirg the participats with a large
famet earera to depict the hible pradtice of lasl gov -
amat ina dassic, tHileax sale. This later pojett ves
domnat IeMiis ce la Boto inMrtresl It fBl1; itwillke
etibited &t tte Rerotres d Ardes this sumer .

Pail Senyamn is rapesated by the Julie Sail Gllery in
New Yak

Info: hitp: //www. el shardoroarart .can

MAY/JUNE 2004 - afterimage < photography and war - interview

INTERVIEW BY R OBERT HIRSCH

el o ar gate sdodl, havirg to gt downn ar arx kess
in fimt of ar lodes, pitig ar hark oer ar s,
ad hesrirg the soxd of the bab doas dlosirg.
Tt ves ert of etiaEl evironet of et tire. T te
fifthgade T wde wet T aysideed toke a sareastic, wise
gy poam thet aleo aatained a modiam of trith:

Iokwpintesy.

See the prety mdwaan clod.

Som ve will ke deedl
Sirre then T lave aore to leam thet tte intation of civil
defaree praced res wes 1ot really to protet paple, bt
to cawinee tre then Soviet Ui thet we meart usiness
ad vere equioirg ar ppodlation to savive.  2s kids we
saw pichires of atanic tests ad kew wet tey were

Wet wes yar pgotogadiic atlok towerds this pro -

Bt?
First T ask meelf wet e gl is. Tre gal wes 1t to

Pall Sentyoom: Tn a fGirly encgedic fadion, T
doagaded tre US. armgel of ndesr soategic
wegpas et were dgoloed at the ed of te G2l
Wa. Aord 1990 T keom a layg ad tediaos agess
ad ressarch process et catined for the 10 phus
varsd tepojet. Tk inched a Qrigo-like itarest
Inpoess ad regttation with the military . Thedles -
ters of recowmadetias franny cagressiasl cel -
eptin, bt rae of this wauld have Tggoeed with -
art tre ageetion o the tp philic affairs oficials
o ge US. Air Bxee, Ny, ad te Pataom. I wes
allowed to gotogradh botbers, missiles, sibo-
merires, warteeds, ad associated facilities thrach -
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Photographs and text by Paul Shambroom

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY RICHARD AHODES

at teUSA. Sire 192 T mecke 35 visits tomoe thn
two-dozen. wegps ard comard. sites (plus hin-
deks o irdividsl I3V silcs) In 16 states.

How did this project aare dot?
I shem an interest of mire to eplae the differat man -
ifedatios of per. Peviasly T did sseal sxdes
hidtn places of power ach as capoate dofices, fado-
res, ad pdlice gatias. Ie alweys ke interedted in
politics ad like may dler dotagaders T wated to
dow thirgs thet hed ot e ssn efare.
Nclesr porer wes an extarsion of this wok —
tre ultinete in poer ad as a professiasl
dellere to dov wet wes usam.

Wet led yau donn this pati?

My fatter ves In te US. Nawy ad visited
Negpskd 8 naths after the atanic o was
drygeed there, it I wes it anare of et at
tre tire T ederked yom thispoject. Tt el -
1y stams franny eeriare of growirg wp at
tre leigt of the Gld War ad thirkirg asot
it a Idt ad Iwegimirg wet I woild d if tee
wes a nclesr war. Waid I oo don into a
delter? T tald ny fdarks tee T woild sad
atsice ad watch tte insice of ny egxslls
melt. Of carse tet wes a juaile, Hellias
regooee et vat alag with a taal edae
o =jettrg e dlder gereratHiasalies, bt it
did irdicate the powerdessess T felt dot this
life ad desth sittetian, ad te medess of
plarirg to saxvive an all at nclesr war .

Wet motivated you to meke these gotograds?

Tre aaxe reesm wes to anfrat: the boogynen, vhich wes
the psdolagical presare of ndlesr wegoos, te fear of
a terifyirg irvisible thirg. T wadked with the rotdon et
these thiregs b ik Iee to ke Invigible.  These are 18l
thirgs ad if Tmece the effat, it migt ke possible todo -
tagrech them.

For me the nilesr bogsymen wes beirg 1ed don a lag

aorert smeae s attitice towtet T thoght ves the rigt
abtice. The first gl wes to neke copellitg ad beau -
tiful gdotagads thet peple waild lok at. Ulkinetely
varted to cawinee paple thet nclesr wegoas were
real ad ot gatas thet we aodld digniss.  Within thet
framok, T wes g to ay ad all dyles of pidaae
mekirg. Soe imeces are soaidt ladscgees, almost
greetitg cad dotagrads. Cder tines T used a goto -

Joxrelistic ggocach of recodirg the addion o the peple
Inte sae. Rx soe, arhas tte sherdre interias, T
keed ino te cuter ad te decs, tkirg a moe
of Juk while tryirg to meirtain soe ader .

How did yau lardle wakirg in a gysicel Ty canfirned e -
ramek?

T woded with lichtweidt eqripat adro assisats; it s
Just ny two cameres ad e, Nirety percat of the do -
tagads were doe with a Plabel Mkire 6 x 7 wide-

agle ad the ramirder with a Patax 6 x 7 with a 45m
las, soetives with a waist leel firder. I asolada
hadteld bare bhilled flash, Th addition, T weed a il -
aneter to kalare the flash with gpogodate filters. &
ae tire T wded as a comercial gotagader ad
leamed tomix flash with anbiat ligt. I lae wodked in
aell eviranats with an assistat ad 400 poads of
ligtirg equiprert, bt T dich t wat the dotogads to
hae te dlidk, poliged lok of advertisirg dotagads.
Phs, it wes difficilt eodh to ot meelf o these
places, ad searity carens waild have mece it inpos -
sible tolrirg an assigtat ad all tet lidtirg oar .

How did the proess of meking the gdotograds kelp dlar -

Wen T fivst begn gotagegdirg for this poject, Thed Lt -

tle udergtadirg of ny o nochvetias. Projeds are an

qeoxtirity to leam thirgs doot yorself. I T kew wy

T wes chirg it, ar wet the pidares ware sygoosad to lak
like deed of tive, it woildh t ke warth coirg.

How did Riderd Rodes aare to wdte the introdc -
daP

Bock Avad fx his The Mekirg of the Atamic Bmb
(19%) adle alowcte Dok 9n: The Makig of te
Hydrogen Bonb (19%) . Feles e kird of intelligare
ad aedibility T aduire. Heles tte talat toklad s -
are, altire, adpolitics toetter to tell a anpellirg
oy .

Wet carectias d yau row see between yarr ok ad
the wadd sihation siree 9/11?
Qe is tat tre atads o 911 wdiclly dltered the sarity
sitetias ad effatively stogeed the pssilility of firtter
aaess. Ik povided the desirg bodad for the pojedt: with
the begiming boded keirg te adirg of te Gld War.
Tre dier agedt is the filter o iy et it places o tte
tapic of wespms of ness destruction D). T tams of the
petet of ar inesion of Trag, ar foeign policy teraric wes
besed an the wopt reed to fird Whs.  Yet ar vest, hidily
sqtiisticated, ad mae ledsl arsssl qotines to rawin
ivisidle, mekirg ny ipilse to pidare tte acisl wokdirg of
nlesr tedrolagy even more releat tadsy .

Wo artistically infhared this pojet?

Wen T wes youoer, I wes sk by sseirg Picss -
©s Genia (1937) a& MMA in \YC. T adnired)
Jaksm Pallak s picardal strategies of aamiry
Sff into a rdagle ad havirg tte ader figt: its
wy at of te des. Bdoggdiclly, Diae
Ivhis hes hed grest stayirg poser in ny mird as
vell as Garry Wircgrard ard Tee Friedlader . Bis
Iehe Qrigo fr tephlicreire f hisat. Ry
Grristo s proeess ad aaess ecoe ot Juet e
corenel uvapinrg of Hs at, bt te at
teif

Wo carepaally influeed this projed?

Lay befoe Gagle, ny research irtro the psydal -
ay o te Qld War podeed a trail of esd -
cnnks thet led to a fellow Mimesctan, Erdc
Markeen, wWo with psydiiatrist Rieert J. Liftm
adNciler Trest (1990). Ik is dmt psdulagical
poesses - how pofessiarls wo wak with
vegpos of mess destuddion o their wok, oo
dort teir &y, ad lhe with tesshes. Liftm is te
ptdardh of a gwll, infonelly acatized gop acpoed
Deth in Life: rvivas of Hirodiina (1982) |, tes goat 40
years aslyzirg how men ad waren lose ad recreste
their hraity in edyae sitetios - Hroddm, te
holoast, the Viet Nem War, ad row teoxdst adlts. T
fard Liftm s agooach to ke ramerdkadly ratucgratal
in thet he sonitinizes ad aslyzes hovpeple e thirk of
thareelves as decat hien beirg ad ke todt of in
thet way by dders while carryirg art work an wegpas of



mess cestmddian.  Trese firdirgs also gply to peple
aoirgdf towar, whidh is a tive wen sooiebes s spad o
meke o rew rules o thet ae can d auxch wark.

Db you thirk pegple in the aanic pofessias are differ -
art fram yau ad me?

I togt tet kefoe T gt into e pojet, bt aftavards
I todr teyvee juet like yar o e exat tet tdey
bed mece differat duicess, Ted differat vahes in soe
aess. I mece jubets thet I doid it lae mece.
Trey did ot seam like they were programed rdooks ar
tret they were sipid.  Sore pecple were very thoghtful
ad they kew wet they were coirg ad wet it meart.

bodk?

My phlider sat agples of te ok to ety ese T
wxked at. Tre pdlem is tet sae of these pichares
vare taken 10 years agp ad military persarel rotate
arard o aiten thet it s hard to ke in tadh with them.
I laven t heard divectly fom them, bt T hae goten very
positive cowats fron nclesr veterans ad aatrac -
tas. Ididdowwak inpagress to pegple in the military
ad a tte Patagm ad to paple were T nece repest
site visits. T tte latter gop, aemmn s regoee to tte
pgotogads rawmins vivid in ny memary . e mece it
cdlear to me e wes prod of his wok. He saw tte do-
tagrads as denicting tedmical devices of his desive ad
It as ardtical doamats. His reedtion recofims ny
kelief thet te reeditg of doogads minas the atl -
tuoks of the viewer rather then et of temder .

Did yourr ressarch leed you to dder dotogaders wo
Yes, I becare avare of Rdoert Del Tredici, an Aericn
livirg in Motresl, whose work resulted in A Wark 1n e
Fields of te Bnb (1987). I wes ratter ceflared wen T
first e acress this bok, bt T cotacted him astow.
e was very exoregirg ad since then he bes becare a
matar ad fried. His comat tone at the time wes:
"This was a very big sbjet ad ter is rom for mae
then ae prem." B intodeed e to dder ingpivirg
gotagaders, ardh as Peter Goin, Mark Rwecel, ad
Gale Gllager, wo are part of the ZAtanic Botaga -
ders Gild, a RY laeely kit acgiization thet B
farded ard of which T am row a menber . Thee bes
ke a taelirg dow, Vishility ad Tuisiility in e
Nclesr Ba, agaizd by the Taato Botogragers
W aksp thet festires the work of thivtem axh irter -
retiasl doogaders wo are comitted to recading

I an 1t a war docgader . I e gotograded ver
kecaee it is an irterat ad a hichly ufotirete wart of
hren life.

Wet sihetios have yai dotograded so far?

Gedk my web-site : waw. anthoysuau.can ar anthay -
saLay chiats

Wo are yar mle models
and wy?

Cartier-Bressm, Kockelka,
Peress, Borkehite,
Kein, Syad  juet a faw

BEYOND THE FALL

WeL vare yar inetias
wen you started gotog -
rdy? How heve they
exved?

Qratly I an interested
in doametirg the effeds
o intemericsl emts b
the lives of peple arard
e wadd.

ANTHONY SUAU

Hw Ieve yai1 seen the evalido of the coerae of war
by e media?
I dnt mally s= ay ad tet is te pddlan. Tre sae

interview - photography and war -

Hw Iave the wadd dages, sirce yai urertak this
poject, affected your thoghts dootk nclear weepae?
et e peface ny rawerks by sayirg thet T intaded for
nmy dotagrads to ke min-judbretal ad ratral in tae
ad woild ot heve varted to egeoe in his type of dis -
isomr, Ifeel I andmeny persorl views. Ianrdt a
foeign policy expert, bt T am a s=lf-edated atraged
Iericen citizn. I sarted the pojet kelievirg tet
nclesr wegpos midt ke markird s grestest fally ad
thet belief hes aily bemn soagtard ad aofimed by
wet I lae s ad leamed oer tte st 12 years.

Lokirg keck T see the hypoordsy of e ULS. ad Resian
gare o the rorpadlifaration, ar limiting the deelop -
mat of nclear wegpos by dler retias becase we
e it led by eaple. We lee sigiificatly redosd
the nnber of wegpos, bt we both neintain a hoe
arsgel ad we bah are actively egeopd in deelqoirg
rewnclesr vegpos ad delivery systars. Tn effect, we
are tellirg dder cortries to b as we say ad it as we
d. It is sd tet we Ime sgadeed the quotariity
with the edirg of the Qld War . Wen warkdrg with the
Resias we aalld hae realistically ad safely disamed
to a very mirmmm leel. This woild also leve provided
s with sore maal hich gard fran which to limit

Bw les this &ilue led to tte deelgeat o te so-
clled "mini-nkes'?

the Patagm, which is prdebly fieled by the ecaamic
aarens of defanse catractars, to dael a wole rew
family of nclesr weepos, Erticilarity mni-nkes. Te
i of mini-nkes is to meke tham mae latadle,

Do yau thirk thet increesed tedrolagy inproves the aov -
ezpd wrar it s aoEt?
M.

Kow Ies your persael vay of workirg darnged in recards
to dages in tedrolagy ad the influace of nedia?

afterimage < MAY/JUNE 2004 -
wiich in tum nekes the idea of vsirg themnore feasible,
weter ar ot we Itad to e ttem. It is gt of e
bizare Iggic of nder dderare. Thee is 1o dter -
raxe if yor esmes thirk thet you will rever use them
urkr ay ciramstaxe. Tere is resssrch udenvay al
mni-nkes thet will barow desp urker the graad
before ey are daaered.  Tre ey is thet they woild
hae arh a awll vield thet tre radicadive fallot woild
ot bt e arface f e gard. It is ey gestdion -

Wet is yar hoee for yorr bock todsy?

Durirg the 1970s, when I wes a shudat at the Mimego -
lis Qllee of At & Design, te oo of doomertary
gotaady as amears of political ad social daoe wes
keirg gesdiaed ad ddorked. I keliee thet a Ik of
thet ddete wes goopdate in et T b ot thirk et
poayads an dawe te wxdd. 2As a r=1ilt I lee
tenpered ny anbitias quite a kit with this poject. Hw -
eer, I d ¢l kelise ta: thee is a gest pyer In e
ece, reprdless of the gestias of varacity raised by
digital Inegiry. Peple 411 wat to kelise in go-
tagads, ad if they are presated in geecific cateds ve
11 keliee then, ichdirg te catet of thisbok. I
have woded to egtalish myself as a asdible ad keliev -
dle soree. Tt said, ny abition wes ad <11 is
hrirg nclesr wespas at of the realmof destraction adl
pesat them as a caarete abject rather then a theoret -
il policy isse. Bxaree we lee sem tte picares, we
them with teir firges oy te bitton.  There are o'r a
dozen soverires, fully ammed with nclesr wegpos, an
pEal in the asas et as they were 20 ad 30 years aop.
Qratly tte U.S. hes sore 10,000 active nclesr war -
heads, 7,500 of which are dgoloyed in celivery systans
et are an the sae leel of alert as drdrg e ld War .
Besices the redxtion in their ninbers, ot muh bes
"Baminiry the Real: Beyad the Nclear ‘Bd":

'Given the tanpation of degair, arrnesd aanle sim-
ply statedWe met anfrat tte inege thet arts us,
mekirg uee of wetever nocels we aan locate. ily then
an we adiiee thoee daroes in aoxecicssess thet mst
accopay (if ot preede) daoes in phlic policy an
bedelf of a hmen fiire. Wemet lok into the doyss in
ade toke &e to s=bgod it "

Riert Hirgth is the atlor of e som to e relessd
Bpladrg Glar Botagrady: Fran the Darkaoon to the
Digital Sadio, pllished by MGawiill, N .

How does war affect you persaelly? Wet are yourr viess
ad corers doot yor parsasl safeg?

In the sae way it effeds emnoe. Ntdtirg goecial . Tuse
ny instindt when T em expossd to goen fire.

Hw db yau de=ll. with dojectivity? Ts it poesible to raain

Too much time ard ereray dojedive as aver gog -
I bt wat to mmin
Wet b dier vaes far dojetive - I anahmn
yar megss, adh as te beirg ot a nedire.
bodk fom ar gallery sace
dfer yar wak? Wet is yor ultinete
A p=oel vision of te a=l?
wkaeslseit-mkasa T danmat tle effets
phliction sees it. of interretiael e|mts ol
tre lives of paple arard
WeL is yor epedare the wxld.
Carearship hggoes within Hv loag o yau see

Wet is te imact of yor imeges an sociey? Wet
daes dnid ke mece to inproe the it of your
imeges an society?

I bt Iive o wak ude the foolich ilThsion thet T an
daygirg ar an dace aytiirg. This ean ot ke daoed.

Is a goageder?, ny atire life.

Do we need a meam of wer gdotogrady?
God ND! Definitely k.
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